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consideration.     I mention these things not to frighten you, but
merely to warn you.

Tours sincerely,

M. K, GANDHI
[PS.]

As my right hand requires  rest, I am dictating my corres-
pondence.

From the original: C.W. 5182-    Courtesy: Mirabehn

262.   LETTER TO KONDA VENKATAPPATYA

148 RUSSA ROAD,

CALCUTTA,
July 24, 1925

MY DEAR VENKATAPPAYYA,

I like your letter1 for its fullness and frankness and for your
determination to keep as healthy as it is possible for you to do.

My own position is clear* The Congress has appointed the
Swarajist Party its agents for conducting the political campaign;
therefore, every individual Congressman can say that the Swa-
rajist Party is its agent for the political work. When he finds that
he cannot endorse the sum total of the Swarajist activity, he can
secede from the Congress or he can resist in the Congress. My own
individual position is neither the one nor^the other. If I must
have any political representative on behalf of the Congress in the
Councils, I can only appoint the Swarajist Party because of its
fighting capacity and this I can say in spite of my being against
Council-entry on principle^ As an Indian I have to make a choice
between thieves and the police, and though both ^are alike un-
acceptable to me as a believer in ahimsa, I cannot divest myself
of responsibility as a social bein[g] and, therefore, must conti-
nually make my choice. It is because of this difficulty that our
sages have made room for the cave-dwellers who do not want to
share the responsibility for the actions of their fellow-men. They
not only shun the haunts of men, but refuse to eat the corn grown
by human labour. They only eat the fruits and root[s] which
grow without human agency. I do not consider my-
se[lf] fit for that state. I remain in human society and, therefore,
consistently with my individual views make myself responsible,

1 This is not available.